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If the Church Is Silent 


§ It is not easy to condemn... the doctrine of white supremacy in the state if it exists 
and is suffered to exist within the church. The answer to the question: Will the Afri- 
can remain Christian in the years to come? depends more than anything else on the 
answer made to the vital question of color within the church now. § So I return to that 
incident in the long history of the church, a moment when the wrong answer would 
have in fact destroyed it as the instrument of God’s love to all men. St. Paul with- 
stood St. Peter “to the face” over the issue of the admission of the Gentiles. He won 
his point. Had he not done so, the Christian Church would have remained a Jewish 
sect and presumably would have died, as other sects have died, many centuries ago 
in the hinterland of Antioch or Rome. § It is this sense of urgency which has led 
me to believe that the only effective weapon to use is the conscience of Christendom 
itself; that it is not wrong, therefore, to appeal to Christians the world over to con- 
demn racial discrimination wherever it exists. When in the early thirties the Nazis 
began to persecute the Jews, the official voice of the church was silent. The Niemol- 
lers and the Faulhabers called too late upon the Christian world. . . . § I have become 
convinced that within South Africa, it is now impossible to mobilize a sufficiently 
powerful offensive to counteract the forces which operate so strongly, so subtly, and 
so irrationally against us. Indeed, sometimes it is desperately hard not to be caught 
up oneself in the toils of the situation, not to wonder whether one is oneself utterly mis- 
taken in trying to swim against the tide. .. .€ For me there is only one really vital issue 
confronting the church in South Africa, and I do not think the church is facing it 
as boldly as it should, as it must, if it is to be true to its Master and to itself—TREVoR 
HuppLesTon in Naught for Your Comfort, published by Doubleday and Co., New 
York. See also page 5. 
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Urges Issue to Be Kept Central in Voting 





Not “What Anybody Wants” 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Several presbyteries have already voted 
on the question of ordaining women 
as elders and deacons, but the majority of 
them will consider this matter at their 
winter or spring meetings. It is to be 
earnestly hoped that the discussions of 
this question will be kept on a high, 
Christian plane, and that the voting will 
be done intelligently. 

Personally, I hope the matter will be 
approved. As stated in the Assembly’s 
ad interim committee’s report, a number 
of times in both the Old and New Testa- 
ments God raised up women as leaders 
and prophets to the people. It is true 
that God usually raised up men for these 
duties, and probably he will continue 
to do so. But in the set-up we have in our 
church, we don’t even allow the Holy 
Spirit the liberty of making an excep- 
tion if He should want to. 

For another thing, have we not heard 
too much about our own desires in this 
matter? We have heard people state 
what they want, what the women want 
(as if any one individual could possibly 
know that), what their wives want. At 
the Assembly last year, it was even dis- 
cussed what the girls on the Montr2at 
College Campus want. Is it not our 
solemn duty in our church courts to think, 
deliberate, and pray in an earnest effort 
to find what God wants? Unless we are 
trying to find and vote his wishes rather 
than our own or anyone else’s, we are 
failing pretty badly. 

Actually, those who vote against this 
matter because “the women don’t want it” 
are falling into the very thing they think 
should be avoided. They feel that Scrip- 
ture does not permit women to control 
our church courts. However, those who 
vote against this matter because “the 
women don’t want it” are actually letting 
the women decide it by a sort of proxy 
vote. 

Finally, let us hope that whole presby- 
teries will not defeat this question on the 
basis of this “husband-of-one-wife” busi- 
ness. Surely what Paul had in mind was 
that an elder should have no more than 
one marriage partner, that no church of- 
ficer be guilty of polygamy. If, as some 
have contended, Paul meant that no one 
without a wife should be an elder, he 
would have immediately disqualified him- 
self. 

Rosert L. WILLIAMSON. 
Birmingham, Ala. 


Recorded Anthems 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

We have just received inquiries from 
your readers about our reference record- 
ings of church anthems (OUTLOOK, Jan. 
7, p. 12). Specifically, our “Sing Unto the 
Lord” album.... 

Each of these people sent $3.00 with 
their requests for the album and scores. 
This is too bad, because we offer them on 
loan at no charge. 

We neither encourage nor discourage 
people from purchasing them, but if they 
insist, the purchase price of “Sing Unto 
the Lord” is $5.00. (Dr. Sydnor’s article 
showed that the recordings are free on 
loan but evidently was based on out-of- 
date information about the new price.— 
Eds.) 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Ri 


Publishers Inc., 1 


We have written to these people ex- 
Plaining all this. ... 

Many thanks for mentioning this new 
service of ours. It must have been a 
favorable mention to bring forth such a 


RICHARD LINDROTH. 
Shawnee Press, Delaware Water Gap, Pa. 


Woodrow Wilson Material 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Please accept our warm thanks for the 
January 14 issue of The Presbyterian Out- 
look. ... 

We are, of course, pleased that the issue 
contains features and articles on Wood- 
row Wilson. We congratulate you and 
your staff on this fine memorial tribute to 
Wilson. 

We are now in the process of assembling 
information for a Report to Congress on 
the activities of various groups and or- 
ganizations in observance of the Centen- 
nial last year. In this connection, we 
wonder if it would be possible for you to 
insert a request in your publication that 
a report of all commemorative events be 
sent to us as soon as possible. 

If this can be done, we would be most 


appreciative as we want to give due rec- 
ognition to all Woodrow Wilson programs 
in our Congressional report. 

Epmun»p C. Gass, Secretary. 
Woodrow Wilson Centennial Celebration 
Commission, Interior Bldg., Washington 
25, D. C. 


What Is a Minister? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The article, “What Is a Minister?” 
which appeared in the January 7 issue of 
THE OUTLOOK is truly marvelous. Per- 
sonally, I believe that those of us who 
are ministers would do well to keep a 
copy ever before us and to read it ever 
so often for encouragement. 

Please send 100 copies. ... 

AUGUST SCHMITT, JR. 
Rosedale, Miss. 


Others say: 
100 copies—Nashville, Tenn. 
100 copies—Nashville, Tenn. 
100 copies—Platte, S. Dak. 
500 copies—Louisville, Ky. 
500 copies—Charlotte, N. C. 
25 copies—Macalester College, St. Paul, 
Minn. 
100 copies—Brevard, N. C. 
100 copies—Meridian, Miss. 
50 copies—Pulteney, N. Y. 
200 copies—Crowley, La. 
etc., etc. 
Price: 12 for 25¢ (minimum); 
more, 1¢ each; $1 per 100. 


50 or 





UPs KEEP VOTING FOR UNION 


United Presbyterians are continuing to give a favorable vote on 
union with Presbyterians, USA. Latest figures show a gross vote of 


269-111 for union. 


In only two presbyteries has a majority been registered against the 


step while ten presbyteries have voted for it. 


of the gross vote is required. 


For approval, a majority 
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some areas than in others? 


day will lose’? 


hot? (OvuTLOOK, Jan. 21, page 8.) 


(OUTLOOK, Jan. 28, p. 5.) 
well use his advice. 


19, Va. 





TOPICS 


(For church and/or neighborhood discussion groups) 


For use in February, 1957 


1. What would the Presbyterians in your community do if they were faced 
with a situation like that in Madison, Fla., when a Presbyterian doctor was 
forced out as health officer because she ate lunch with a. Negro nurse employed 
by her? Would they rally to her support as one official and a newspaper editor 
(OvTLOOK, Jan. 7, p. 3; and Jan. 14, p. 14) 

2. Why have Presbyterians won a greater proportion of the population in 
(OUTLOOK, Jan. 7, pages 6-7, Where Are the Presby- 
terians?) What about in your community? 

3. Woodrow Wilson and his work for world order (OUTLOOK, Jan. 14). Would 
you say that he represents what he once said, “I would rather lose in a cause 
that I know will some day triumph than triumph in a cause that I know some 


4. Is it possible to make too many claims for the authority of the Bible? 
(OUTLOOK, Jan. 21, page 5.) What is the difference in claiming infallibility for 
the Bible and the Roman Catholic claim of infallibility for the church? 

5. Is the women’s group or any other in your church evading the study of 
Christian Citizenship this year for fear of having to deal with issues that are too 


6. Could you have a discussion of Dr. Heltzel’s grand article on the way a 
preacher ought to speak, without having “roast preacher” at the same time? 
After all, a good many people besides preachers could 


QUERY: Have you brought together a neighborhood or church group yet to 
talk over some of these topics now being discussed throughout the 
church? If so, tell us about it: OUTLOOK, 1 N. 6th St., Richmond 





Telephone 86-1371; night 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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PRESBYTERIAN CALENDAR 


And Related Events 











NOTE—U:.S. refers to the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. (Southern); USA, to the 
Presbyterian Church, USA; NCC to the 
National Council of Churches; WCC to 
the World Council of Churches. 


FEBRUARY 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Mark. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), In Christ there 
is no East or West, Hymnbook 355. 

Feb. 3 -Mar. 3, World Missions Season 
(U.S.). 

Feb. 4-5, Natl. Conf. Protestants and Other 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, Los Angeles. 

Feb. 4-21, Seminar on Church, Labor and 
the City, Presbyterian Institute of In- 
dustrial Relations, Chicago. 

Feb. 6-12, Boy Scout Week; Feb. 10: Boy 
Scout Sunday (47th anniversary). 

Feb. 10, Race Relations Sunday (NCC). 
Feb. 10-16, Annual Assembly, Division of 
Christian Education, NCC, Cincinnati. 
Feb. 13-14, Annual Meeting, Commission 
on Christian Higher Education, NCC, 

Cincinnati. 

Feb. 15-17, Eastern Area Meeting, Presby- 
terian USA Men, New York. 

Feb. 17, Universal Day of Prayer for Stu- 
dents; World Mission Sunday (USA). 

Feb. 17-24, Brotherhood Week. 

Feb. 18-21, Protestant Church-Owned Pub- 
lishers’ Assn., Buck Hill Falls, Pa. 

Feb. 19-21, Broadcasting and Film Com- 
mission, NCC, New York. 

Feb. 20-21, Western Area Stewardship 
Meeting (USA), Berkeley, Calif. 

Feb. 21-23, National Conf., American Chris- 
tian Palestine Committee, New York. 
Feb. 22-24, Western Area Meeting, Pres- 

byterian USA Men, San Francisco. 

Feb. 24-Mar. 3, Week of Prayer and Self- 
Denial for World Missions (U.S.). 

Feb. 26-Mar. 1, Churchmen’s Washington 
Seminar, NCC, Washington, D. C. 

Feb. 27-28, General Board, NCC, Williams- 
burg, Va. 

Feb. 27-28, Southwestern Area Steward- 
ship Meeting, Presbyterian USA, Wichi- 
ta, Kan. 

Feb. 27-Mar. 1, American Protestant Hos- 
pital Assn., Chicago. 


MARCH 

Bible Book-of-the-Month (USA), Romans. 

Hymn-of-the-Month (U.S.), O Sacred 
Head, now wounded, Hymnbook 194. 

Mar. 4-Apr. 21, Special evangelistic season 
(U.S.). 

Mar. 4-5, Committee on Cooperation in 
Latin America, NCC, New York. 

Mar. 4-6, Presbyterian USA General Coun- 
cil, New York. 

Mar. 6, Ash Wednesday. 

Mar. 8, World Day of Prayer. 

Mar. 10-16, Girl Scout Week. 

Mar. 13-14, Central Area Stewardship 
Meeting, Presbyterian USA, Chicago. 
Mar. 15-17, National Council Presbyterian 

(USA) Men, Chicago. 
Mar. 31, One Great Hour of Sharing, NCC. 


U. S. and USA Synods Plan Jointly in W. Va. 


In West Virginia where Presbyterians, 
U. S. and USA, support one college in 
cooperation with two Virginia presby- 
teries, a widely-backed effort is under- 
way to make Davis & Elkins College at 
Elkins more adequate in endowment and 
equipment for the educational task before 
it. 

The two synods will meet in Parkers- 
burg February 8 to hear recommendations 
based upon a survey conducted by a panel 
of outstanding educators led by Donald 
C. Agnew, executive secretary of the 
commission on colleges and universities 
of the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools. 

The Parkersburg meeting will have 
before it recommendations seeking ap- 
proval of a million-dollar financial cam- 
paign to be conducted in May and June 
of this year. This would provide for a 
library, chapel-auditorium, and a wom- 
en’s resident hall. 

The survey committee faces the criti- 
cism that the college is not centrally 
located to serve Presbyterians of the state, 
but it replies that in this day of greater 


transportation facilities that is no real 
handicap. Furthermore, it said that no 
community has been found that would 
consider offering the $2,000,000 which 
would be required to replace present 
equipment and site. 

With a present enrollment of 583, the 
college, according to the consensus, 
should plan in terms of 700 to 1,000 
students. 

It is also recommended by the survey 
committee that ‘a long range plan be 
developed by the synods, the two coop- 
erating presbyteries, and the board of 
trustees which will aim toward making 
Davis & Elkins one of the outstanding 
Christian colleges in the country.” 

For the Presbyterian synod, U. S., it 
is also recommended that an additional 
$80,000 be added to the campaign goal, 
with $20,000 earmarked for the comple- 
tion of Westminster Hall at the state uni- 
versity and $60,000 as the Presbyterian 
portion in building the Protestant Chris- 
tian student center and chapel at Mar- 
shal] College in Huntington. 


“DISCOUNTS” FOR MINISTERS 
ATTRACT MANY INQUIRIES 


Few things in recent months have 
caused a greater stir among ministers of 
different denominations across the nation 
than a solicitation that came to them 
offering membership in the ‘“Minister’s 
National Wholesale Service.””» The mem- 
bership card available from a Raleigh, 
N. C., address declares that ministers to 
whom the card is issued are “eligible 
for wholesale prices in all the affiliated 
companies of the Ministers’ National 
Wholesale Service.” 

Since the first announcement in the 
early fall Raleigh contacts, denomina- 
tional headquarters and other sources 
have been deluged with inquiries about 
the standing of this enterprise. 

D. K. Appleton, a former pastor of 
the Longview Baptist Church of Raleigh, 
three other Appletons of Raleigh and 
Orlando, Fla., and one Roy M. Talley, 
of Fuquay Springs, N. C., were the share- 
holders of MNWS when the certificate of 
incorporation was issued. 


Automobiles Too 

For a $6 one-year membership (2 years 
for $10) subscribers receive the ‘‘Master 
Book” for confidential use only by mem- 
bers of the MNWS. In this book is a 


list of concerns that offer catalogues for 
direct sales by mail. In addition, ad- 
dresses of several retail automobile deal- 
ers in the Detroit area are listed, with 
discounts ranging from 15 to 18 per cent 
off the Detroit delivered price of auto- 
mobiles. 

Mr. Appleton was queried as to the 
distinctive service which he is rendering 
—that is, whether he has done anything 
more than secure a list of suppliers whose 
catalogue could be secured by anyone 
who requested it, or whether there is a 
special discount that is offered members 
affiliated with him. He replied that his 
service provides a list of sources and 
that it also offers special discounts, but 
that discounts vary from 30 to 60 per 
cent, depending upon the merchandise 
and the supplier. 

In the meantime, requests were ad- 
dressed in the name of non-members to 
the suppliers listed by the MNWS, seek- 
ing their catalogues and services. 

In practically every instance the cata- 
logue was forthcoming without any ref- 
erence to the MNWS or the necessity of 
taking out a membership in it. 

Detroit automobile dealers also ap- 
peared to be ready to sell to anybody who 








came to their premises with something 
like the same generous discounts in ef- 
fect. At least one of the dealers found 
the new arrangement too bothersome and 
cancelled the contract with the MNWS, 
but interest was expressed in selling a 
new car from the Detroit premises in 
what would be called ‘a very attractive 
deal.” 


Available to Anybody 

Many of the catalogues which come to 
members of the MNWS are available to 
anyone who writes for them, if you know 
where to write. Prices quoted in some 
catalogues look like big savings because 
a coded figure indicates that a generous 
discount has been given from the list or 
selling price. However, in many cases 
the list price has been raiséd sufficiently 
to allow the quoted discount, so what is 
called buying at wholesale in many cases 
appears to be nothing of the kind. 

On December 21 the Better Business 
Bureau of Denver took a half-page ad- 
vertisement in the Denver Post to caution 
people against “phony” claims of “whole- 
sale” and “discount” merchants. It de- 
clared that nearly all stores sell below 
list prices. 


Chance of Approving 
Ordination Is Seen 


While presbyteries in the U. S. church 
are making a real contest out of the 
vote on the ordination of women, they 
have rejected the proposed amendments 
to the Confession of Faith on divorce 
and remarriage. 

To be enacted, the step to ordain 
women as elders and deacons must secure 
only a simple majority of the presby- 
teries, but the amendment to the Confes- 
sion requires a three-fourths vote of ap- 
proval. It has already been rejected by 
more than one-fourth of the 84 presby- 
teries, the vote standing at 31-15. 

With the close contest on ordaining 
women developing, some observers point 
out that the decision may not be known 
until the last three or four presbyteries 
vote on the issue. Some who favor the 
measure are venturing to predict that it 
may win enough favorable votes to come 
before the 1957 Assembly for enactment. 
If this should be the case, some observ- 
ers feel that for the church to have taken 
such a major step the first time it is 
proposed would mark a new era. Or- 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and when submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: David 
L. Stitt, Austin (Texas) Seminary president; 
Fred M. Webber, Hamburg, N.Y., pastor; 
John B. Spragens, minister of education in 
the First chuch, Dallas, Texas; and J. Rus- 
sell Butcher, Hagerstown, Md. 


RIGHT AND WRONG 
How can a Christian determine ab- 
solute right or wrong? 


Stitt: I wish I knew the answer to 
that one. It is a life-long struggle for 
each one of us to determine right and 
wrong, and many times the decision has 
all too little to be based upon. There are 
means given to us, of course, to determine 
right and wrong. Such things as the Ten 
Commandments, as Jesus interpreted 
them, and the Sermon on the Mount, the 
teachings of Jesus himself, his own ex- 
ample, the historic witness of the church 
through generations, an enlightened sen- 
sitive conscience, a trained decision to 
do that which is right and selfless at all 
times, and our judgment always, as Jesus 
himself taught, has to be clarified by our 
own prayer in which we are seeking 
God’s guidance with our own hands off. 
That’s about the best I can do. 


EXPLAINING GOD 
How do you explain God to some- 
one who does not understand or be- 
lieve in a supreme spiritual being? 
BuTcHER: I don’t believe this is easily 
done especially for a person who does not 
4 


believe in a supreme spiritual being. 
Perhaps the question could be answered 
in part by telling the story of the prodigal 
son in Luke 15, which is also the story 
of a forgiving father, the father in the 
story representing God. If the ques- 
tioner understands or believes that a kind 
loving father makes a better parent than 
one who is unloving and _ neglectful, 
further Luke’s parable about the forgiv- 
ing father might help to lead him one 
step toward understanding and believing 
in God. 

Wesser: I think we should be a little 
bit careful about the use of such a word 
as explain with reference to God, any- 
way. God is far beyond our understand- 
ing and beyond the ability of any of us 
to explain. If we are talking about how 
we can bring someone to a belief in God, 
that’s one thing. But explaining what 
he is, who he is, what all his dealings 
are with men, I think that’s beyond any 
of us. 

AFTER DEATH 
Do we see Jesus Christ and our 
loved ones as soon as we die? 

SPRAGENS: That’s a question I don’t 
think any of us can answer with assur- 
ance. We do remember that Jesus in 
speaking to the thief on the cross said, 
“This day thou shalt be with me in Para- 
dise.” Apparently, it was immediate 
there. Some of the things we read in the 
Bible would lead us to think that it may 
not be an immediate sort of thing. I 
don’t think we have any need for an 
answer of that, nor do we have any clear 
answer that we can give. 


dinarily repeated efforts have been re- 
quired before approval has been secured 
for new ventures. 

The vote on ordination is as follows: 


FOR AGAINST 
ALABAMA 
Birmingham 
East Alabama 
North Alabama 
27-14 
Tuscaloosa 
APPALACHIA 
Asheville 29-14 
Knoxville 42-11 
ARKANSAS 
Quachita 34-20 
FLORIDA 
Westminster 43-21 Everglades 
Florida 52-13 
Suwannee 35-19 
GEORGIA 
Southwest Ga. 33-19 Atlanta 
Cherokee 21-20 
Savannah 27-18 


KENTUCKY 
Louisville 


Muhlenberg 21-1 
Transylvania 24-3 


Centl. Ala. 9-0 
Mobile 25-11 


E. Ark. 25-21 


LOUISIANA 
New Orleans 33-20 
MISSISSIPPI 
Centl. Miss. 
East Miss. 
Meridian 71-0 
Mississippi 
North Miss. 
MISSOURI 
Lafayette 
Missouri 27-3 
Potosi 16-4 
NORTH CAROLINA 


Albemarle 33-23 

Granville 53-13 

Wilmington 48-27 

Winston-Salem 
29-14 


Concord 

Kings Mtn. 49-27 
Mecklenburg 71-61 
Orange 45-36 


OKLAHOMA 
Durant 13-7 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
Charleston 
Harmony 
Piedmont 
South Car. 25-5 


TENNESSEE 
Memphis 42-36 
TEXAS 
Brazos Paris 


VIRGINIA 
East Hanover 49-25 West Hanover 22-12 
Montgomery Winchester 33-25 
Norfolk 
Potomac 43-8 
Roanoke 


Columbia 


WEST VIRGINIA 
Greenbrier 24-6 Kanawha 25-24 





NCC Withdrawal Denied 


Presbyterian, U. S., continuance in the 
National and World Councils of 
Churches was overwhelmingly approved 
by the General Assembly’s committee on 
Inter-Church Relations (10-4 with two 
members absent) at its mid-winter meet- 
ing. Overtures to the 1956 Assembly 
were referred to it for answer. A minor- 
ity report, however, will be filed. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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IN THE RACE SITUATION, WHAT DOES 
CHRISTIAN LOVE REALLY MEAN? 


WANT to suggest that there is 

amongst Christians an entirely de- 
fective understanding of the meaning of 
love, of caritas—the virtue upon which 
to a great extent all Christian behaviour 
rests. “Now abideth faith, hope, charity, 
and the greatest of these is charity,” 
writes St. Paul. “Love your enemies, do 
good to them that hate you,” says our 
Lord himself. And in a country in which 
racialism has created an atmosphere of 
hatred it is more than ever necessary that 
Christians, the church itself, should show 
the meaning of such love. But does 
that mean that, in its dealings with the 
government, the church must adopt al- 
ways a peaceful and conciliatory atti- 
tude? Does it mean that I, a priest 
of the church, must refrain from saying 
or doing anything that might wound the 
susceptibilities of Mr. Strijdom or Dr. 
Verwoerd because that would be a breach 
of charity? Does it mean that bishops 
must (as they are only too ready to do) 
bend over backwards in an attempt to 
prove that their opposition to the Bantu 
Education Act must not be taken to im- 
ply a criticism of anybody responsible for 
it? Does it mean that any attempt to 
arouse the conscience of Christians in 
other countries is proof that one has no 
love, no “charity” towards one’s own? 


New Testament vs. Apartheid 


Fortunately, in the Gospels there is a 
background situation which provides an 
immediate parallel with that of South 
Africa. There was a fierce and deep- 
rooted “racial” struggle there in Israel 
when Christ walked through the cities 
and villages preaching. “The Jews have 
no dealings with the Samaritans. . . .” 
An historical and a theological situation 
had combined to produce such a bitter- 
ness between the two sections of society 
that there was a real apartheid; an ab- 
solute division. Christ’s answer to this 
situation was the parable of the good 
Samaritan. 

“And who is my neighbor? had asked 
the young lawyer, tempting him. And 
he was forced to answer his own ques- 
tion. “I suppose that he who showed 
mercy. ...” 

“Go, and do thou likewise.” 

There is nothing in the parable which 
is even a hint that the racial arrogance 
of the Jew is to be excused or palliated 
because of his background or his history. 
There is nothing in it either to indicate 


THE AUTHOR was for twelve years in South 
Africa where he became widely known for 
his resistance to government apartheid or 
racial segregation policies. He is now in a 
new assignment in England under the rules 
of his Anglican order. 
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By TREVOR HUDDLESTON 


that Christ accepted the “official” excuse 
of the hierarchy for its attitude towards 
that intolerable division. The priest and 
the Levite in the parable who ‘passed 
by on the other side” are the representa- 
tives, for all time, of those for whom fear 
is a more powerful motive than love. 
They are respectable citizens who like 
to observe the conventions: but they are 
more—for they are the leaders of reli- 
gion whose very office redoubles their 
responsibility and who fail in their task. 
The whole point and purpose of the 
parable is to show that charity, if it is 
real, must be prepared to break through 
convention, to shatter preconceptions, to 
take by force the citadels of prejudice: 
and that if in doing so it hurts people’s 
feelings and outrages their sense of what 
is decent, what matter? Nothing could 
be further from the sentimental sob stuff 
that we so often call “love” than the 
exposition of that virtue in the parable 
of the good Samaritan. I can find no 


hint in it of the “don’t let’s be beastly” 
attitude which my Canadian friend was 
so anxious that I should adopt in my 
dealings with the authorities. 


What Is “Being Kind’? 


It is, of course, dangerous to gen- 
eralize from one incident in the gospel 
or from one parable; though in the case 
of the parable I have used it is surely 
justifiable to do so, for the whole purpose 
of it is to answer the question which this 
book is trying to face. But there is a 
wider and deeper reason why, in my 
opinion, Christians are so ready to excuse 
themselves for conniving at injustice and 
oppression in the name of charity. To so 
many, the figure of Christ is the figure of 
the “pale Galilean” whose meekness and 
gentleness are utterly incompatible with 
any conception of anger against social 
evil or individual pride. To them, all 
that is needed is “the art of being kind,” 
and they think to see in Christ the fullest 
and clearest expression of that art. Thus, 
any statement which seems to show signs 


Obeying the Impulse 
(Caution Can Be Sinful) 


Father Trevor Huddleston in his book, 
Naught for Your Comfort, says that he 
learned as a Christian to act on the im- 
pulse. That might be misunderstood. It 
is the word of a man who had disciplined 
himself over the years to be obedient to 
the impulses of the Spirit and to be on 
guard against the impulses of his own 
nature. To act impulsively is not for 
every man; for many people impulse is 
sometimes good and sometimes bad; an 
uncertain driving force. 

And yet, Huddleston is right. The 
Bible speaks often of the impulsiveness 
of the Father’s love. ‘While he was yet 
a great way off, his father ran and fell 
on his neck, and kissed him.” ‘That was 
what we can only call, in our limited 
language, impulsive love. 

In St. John’s Gospel we read that 
“God giveth not the spirit by measure” 
to the Son; it is a gift poured out, given 
with the impulsiveness of love; it is not 
to be calculated; it is not to be measured. 

The gift of grace to us is like that too. 
God’s mercy is boundless; it is not a 
mercy measured out to meet our sins; 
it is a mercy which swallows them up 
like a resistless tide. “All that I have 
is thine,” says the father in the same 
parable. “All things are yours,” Paul 
echoes, ‘and ye are Christ’s and Christ 
is God’s.” All—the impulsiveness of 
love. 


Our love, as it comes to partake of 
Christ’s own love, must be a love which 
pours itself out, which “gives and does 
not count the cost.” We do not measure 
the miles when we are asked to go with 
the man in need. We do not say, when 
we have forgiven, that we have forgiven 
seven times, and that must be enough. 
We do not spare a little of our box of 
spikenard; we break it over the weary 
feet. 

Thou who didst turn aside in Thy 
way for the beggar’s cry and the touch 
of Thy garment, grant me the impulse 
of Thy compassion. 

Thou who didst tell the multitude to 
sit down to be fed when there was not 
yet bread for them to eat, grant me to 
feel the same impulse of pity. 

Thou who didst stoop on the impulse 
to the humblest needs of men, grant 
me to be as ready for the lowliest serv- 
ice. 

Thou who didst drive the money- 
changers from Thy Father's house 
grant me to be moved with the im- 
pulse of Thy Spirit against the evil 
in men which holds nothing sacred. 

Thou who didst pour out Thy soul 
unto death, have mercy upon me and 
grant me some part and fellowship in 
the sufferings of Thy love-—Amen. 

—From Life and Work, of the Church 
of Scotland. 








of any intolerance of such evils or any 
passage in the Gospels which has about 
it a denunciatory and threatening tone is 
hastily forgotten. But in fact there are 
many such passages, and to ignore them 
is to mutilate the gospel itself. 


To the Unconcerned 

Christ was not afraid to tell his dis- 
ciples that in certain circumstances they 
should turn their backs upon a village 
which would not receive his teaching and 
shake the dust from their feet as a sign 
that he had rejected that village utterly. 
In his condemnation of the Pharisees 
for their distortion of the meaning of 
God’s law and for their misleading em- 
phasis upon legalism at the expense of 
love, there is no single note of gentleness: 
only a fierce anger. In his teaching about 
the final judgment, Christ does not seek 
to soften in any way the punishments of 
those who have failed in their use of 
this life: indeed he reserves for them 
the most terrible words in the whole 
gospel: ‘Depart from me ye cursed into 
everlasting fire.” And it is worth re- 
membering that this condemnation is a 


judgment upon all who do not care for 
or concern themselves with the suffering 
of their fellowmen, or rather of Christ 
in the persons of their fellowmen. ‘“In- 
asmuch as ye did it not unto one of the 
least of these, ye did it not unto Me.” 
Christ wept over Jerussalem because it 
was “the city of peace’ which did not 
know or attempt to understand its own 
destiny. But he did not excuse it. He 
prophesied its total destruction. 

The point I am trying to make is that 
Christian love is so searching, so de- 
manding, and so revolutionary in its 
force that it has no kind of relationship 
to the thing which is so often called by 
its name. No more than Christ of the 
Gospels is like that shadowy, sentimental 
figure so often invoked by Christians who 
want to live comfortably with injustice 
and intolerance. .. . 


In the Church, Blasphemy 

To accept racial discrimination within 
the Body of Christ, within the unity of 
the church, is not only a contradiction of 
the nature of the church but a blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit of God himself. 


For Race Relations Sunday, February 10, 1957 


For All-A Non-Segregated Society 


“ 


. you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
—-GALATIANS 3:28 


LL MEN, created alike in the image 

of God, are inseparably bound to- 
gether. This is at the very heart of the 
Christian gospel. This is clearly ex- 
pressed in Paul’s declaration on Mars 
Hill: “. . . God who made the world 
and everything in it, being Lord of 
heaven and earth, . . . made from one 
every nation of men to live on all the 
face of the earth, Again it is 
expressed in the affirmation, “There is 
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
slave nor free, there is neither male nor 
female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” The climax of this universality 
is expressed in the fact that Christ died 
for all mankind. 

This broad universality standing at 
the center of the gospel makes brother- 
hood morally inescapable. Racial seg- 
regation is a blatant denial of the unity 
which we all crave in Christ. Segregation 
is a tragic evil that is utterly un-Chris- 
tian. It substitutes the person-thing 
relationship for the person-to-person re- 
lationship. The philosophy of Chris- 
tianity is strongly opposed to the under- 
lying philosophy of segregation. 





WRITER of this year’s National Council 
statement was Martin Luther King, pastor 
of the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Mont- 
gomery, Ala. Dr. King has become widely 
known for his leadership in the non-violent 
resistance of segregation in Montgomery 
buses on the part of Negroes in his city. 
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This statement was issued by 
the Executive Board of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches 


Therefore, every Christian is confront- 
ed with the basic responsibility of work- 
ing courageously for a non-segregated 
society. The task of conquering segrega- 
tion is an inescapable must confronting 
the Christian churches. Much progress 
has been made toward the goal of a non- 
segregated society, but we are still far 
from the promised land. Segregation 
persists as a reality. 


Housing Problem 

The problem of segregated housing 
remains a critical one in every section 
of the nation. Segregated transportation 
facilities continue. Many communities 
are complying all too slowly with the 
Supreme Court’s decision on desegrega- 
tion in the public schools. Some states 
have risen up in open defiance, with their 
legislative halls ringing loud with such 
words as “interposition” and “nullifica- 
tion” and with schemes of evasion. The 
churches themselves have largely failed 
to purge their own bodies of discrimina- 
tory practices. This evil persists in most 
of the local churches, church schools, 
church hospitals and other church in- 
stitutions. 

The churches are called upon to recog- 
nize the urgent necessity of taking a 
forthright stand on this crucial issue. 
If we are to remain true to the gospel 


Yet we Christians are tempted in South 
Africa to do just that. In order that we 
may live unmolested; in order that we 
may be free to minister to our people; in 
order that somehow we may retain con- 
trol of our schools, our institutions, and 
our buildings, we are tempted to say ves 
to the state and to find good reasons for 
doing so. That is our peril today, for 
life and freedom and the right to possess 
what we have built at such great cost 
is too high a price to pay for the loss of 
our soul. I pray God that we may yet 
choose death—the destruction, if need be, 
of all our external works; the loss, if it is 
a loss, of all those Christians who can- 
not accept the oneness of all men in 
Christ; the ostracism, poverty, and lone- 
liness which could be our lot as the result 
of such a choice. ‘Marvel not if the 
world hate you, it hated Me before it 
hated you’: but we marvel instead at the 
slightest criticism and run to justify 
ourselves and to make excuses.—From 
Naught for Your Comfort by Trevor 
Huddleston. Copyright 1956 by Ernest 
Urban Trevor Huddleton. Reprinted by 
permission of Doubleday & Co., Inc. 


of Jesus Christ we must not rest until 
segregation is banished from every area 
of American life. 


Prophetic Voices 

Any discussion of segregation in Amer- 
ica against the background of moral prin- 
ciples emphasizes the urgent need for 
prophetic voices. To be sure, there are 
communities which are successfully in- 
tegrating schools and there are courageous 
persons in many communities who are 
standing steadfastly for the principles 
of Christian love and justice. Never- 
theless, there remains need for more 
people in every community to join them 
in crying out as Amos did, “. . . let jus- 





Teaching and Learning 


There is a great difference 
between teaching and learning. 
We can teach principles of jus- 
tice and charity in a racially 
segregated school. We can 
teach that there is no essential 
difference between the races, 
that God loves everybody, that 
we must love everybody. But 
the pupils do not really learn 
these principles. They give as- 
sent to them but they do not 
understand.—From a pamphlet 
by the Catholic Committee of 
the South. 
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tice roll down as waters, and righteous- 
ness like an over-flowing stream.” Chris- 
tians must decide whether they will obey 
the eternal demands of the Almighty God, 
or whether they will capitulate to the 
transitory demands of the defenders of 
segregation. 

There are those who are telling us 
“to slow up” in the move for a non- 
segregated society. But the true Chris- 
tian knows that it is morally wrong to 
accept a compromise which is designed 
to frustrate the fulfillment of Christian 
principle. The time is always ripe to 
do right. It is true that wise restraint 
and calm reasonableness must prevail 
in the process of social change. Emo- 
tions must not run wild, and the virtues 
of love, patience and understanding 
goodwill must dominate all of our ac- 
tions. But these considerations should 
serve to further the objective and not 
become a_ substitute for pressing on 
toward the goal. We face the hard chal- 
lenge and the wondrous opportunity of 
letting the spirit of Christ work among 
us toward fashioning a truly Christian 
nation. 

If we accept the challenge with more 
devotion and valor, we can speed the day 
when men everywhere will recognize that 
we “are all one in Christ Jesus.” 


Ohioan Pays Tribute 
To Southern Ministers 


ToLEeDo, O. (RNs)—Asserting that 
pastors “have been guilty of dragging 
their feet” in racial issues, a Presby- 
terian minister paid tribute to clergymen 
in the South who have met the problem 
in what he termed a Christian way. 

Jay Richard Bishop, pastor of the 
Rosewood Presbyterian church, made 
these observations in his final sermon 
before taking a leave of absence due to 
ill health. 

Speaking on “The Risks of Brother- 
hood,” Mr. Bishop lamented the tendency 
of American church people to avoid com- 
ing to grips with the struggle against 
racial prejudice which he said has be- 
come more intense in recent months. 

“Even we pastors have been guilty of 
dragging our feet, but there is an awak- 
ening now,” he said. 

“Churchgoers ought to have been and 
ought now to be in the vanguard in up- 
holding the moral issues that are in- 
volved,” the clergyman added. 

Genuine brotherhood will not be 
achieved through pronouncements from 
pulpits or from decrees from the highest 
courts, Mr. Bishop said, but only as 
people in their day-to-day living meet 
squarely and honestly the issue of living 
side by side with all men as brothers. 

But this ideal may not come quickly, 
the pastor said. He said one of the les- 
sons derived from the Bible and from 
events in history is that major moral 
victories do not come suddenly. 
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SUGGESTIONS FOR ACTION 


Prepared by Department of Racial and Cultural Relations, 
National Council of Churches 


Local church groups can take com- 
munity action by: 

1. Working to bring about desegregation 
and integration of public schools (a) 
through securing facts about the situation, 
(b) discussing, formulating and evaluat- 
ing concrete proposals for constructive 
action, (c) making the facts and pro- 
posals known to the community. 

2. Supporting legislation designed to 
guarantee full opportunity for all people 
regardless of race, color or nationality. 

3. Protesting against legislation aimed 
at maintaining segregation and racial 
discrimination. 

4. Urging the elimination of segrega- 
tion on buses and other public transpor- 
tation facilities by (a) building public 
opinion in favor of non-segregation, (b) 
getting the support of community organ- 
izations, (c) conferring with transpor- 
tation officials, (d) supporting changes in 
laws or ordinances requiring segregation. 

5. Working with employer’s groups, pro- 
fessional organizations and unions to es- 
tablish employment practices based on 
character and skill rather than on race, 
color, creed or national origin. 

6. Discovering the facts regarding seg- 
regation in housing and cooperating with 
agencies working to develop ‘open oc- 
cupancy” housing. 


Local churches can take action with- 
in their own organization by: 


1. Re-examining continuously in the 
light of the gospel their attitudes and be- 
havior regarding race relations, and com- 
mitting themselves to carrying out their 
Christian responsibility. 

2. Opening membership in the local 
church and its organization to all people 
and making this fact known in the com- 
munity. 

3. Selecting paid and volunteer leader- 
ship on the basis of qualifications. 

4. Continuing to serve the total com- 
munity by seeking new church members 
regardless of race. 

5. Contacting their denominational so- 
cial education and action agency or the 
Department of Racial and Cultural Rela- 
tions, National Council of Churches for 
information regarding the process of 
achieving a racially inclusive fellowship 
in the local church. 

6. Urging groups within the church to 
sponsor study groups and forums with 
worship services and other activities to 
gather the facts about race relations in 
the community, and to make plans for a 
race relations program that runs through- 
out the year. 
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EDITORIAL 


There Are Other Refugees 
An Arkansas reader has sent us the 
following request: 





“Could THe OvuTLOOK give us a report 
as to what, if anything, is being done 
through our Presbyterian Church to assist 
in the settling of Reformed Hungarian 
refugees in this country? The charge has 
wide circulation that Roman Catholics 
and Jews are the only ones being brought 
in. I cannot believe that any discrim- 
ination is being shown to a heroic people 
in this moment of crisis, but I would like 
to know if there is any Presbyterian-Re- 
formed consciousness being directed to 
those of our own household of faith. With 
20 per cent of the Hungarian population 
registered as Reformed, certainly there 
must be many of them among the refugees. 

“Could you give directions as to what 
Presbyterians interested in extending 
sanctuary to these folk could and should 
do? Surely, if we feel any unity of faith, 
now is the time for a grand, practical 
demonstration of what it means for Chris- 
tians to belong to one another in the body 
of our Savior.” 


One denominational office dealing with 
this phase of the church’s responsibility 
gives us this information: 


“The resettlement of refugees has long 
been the function of Immigration Serv- 
ices of Church World Service [the agency 
of the churches which coordinates the 
activities of all denominations]. All such 
sponsorships must be channeled through 
a denominational agency for proper clear- 
ance. My office has had many inquiries and 
offers, but to all of these I have had to 
say, ‘Sorry, but there are no Hungarian 
refugee families, single individuals or 
orphans available. With so many Hun- 
garians coming, this sounds parodoxical, 
but it is true. 


“The situation is simply this, even 
though Church World Service has proc- 
essed assurances for some 7,500 Hun- 
garians there have not been enough refu- 
gees to fill all the requests for sponsor- 
ship. The demand has been greater than 
the supply, and Immigration Services 
have asked me not to send in any more 
assurances, and thus take the pressure 
off their office. 

“I am grateful for the tremendous in- 
terest which is being shown in helping 


Hungarian refugees, and regret that I 
cannot be more encouraging to those who 
would like to sponsor some of them. How- 
ever, let me say that there are other ways 
of helping. Clothing is still badly needed 
and should be sent to Church World Serv- 
ice warehouses, either at New Windsor, 
Md., or 4165 Duncan Ave., St. Louis 10, Mo. 
Food, medicines, vitamins, and other ma- 
terial needs; spiritual services by pastors; 
processing the refugees in Austria for 
immigration to other countries, these and 
other services are a part of the program of 
Overseas Relief and Inter-church Aid in 
cooperation with Church World Service in 
the World Council of Churches. All of 
this takes money, which is always wel- 
come. The Protestant churches, including 
our own, are on the job in Hungarian re- 
lief, and are doing more than can be done 
by any secular relief agency.” 

The response of churchmen to the needs 
of Hungarian refugees has been hearten- 
ing, but such compassion as is here ex- 
pressed should not be narrowed. All of 
us need to remember as Church of Scot- 
land readers of Life and Work were told 
recently: “There are other refugees!” 
Then the Scots were reminded: 

“The remarkable generosity of Scots 
folk to the Hungarians, while highly ap- 
preciated by the refugee organizations 
concerned has caused some speculation as 
to why there is so little response to the 
continual need of refugees, displaced and 
homeless persons in general. 

“While the latest refugees from Hun- 
gary were being welcomed and whisked 
off for food, shelter, and ultimate safety 
in Austria or farther afield, many other 
refugees also from Russian oppression, 
and from the general unrest in Europe, 
have to get by on less lavish provision 
from the ordinary refugee relief work of 
the voluntary organizations. In Asia too 
there are millions of refugees, the flotsam 
and jetsam of the recent world storms.” 


This is a reminder that needs to be 
stressed from pulpits and in printed form 
in many ways. 

Presbyterians, U. S., should address 
inquiries to: Department of Overseas 
Relief and Inter-Church Aid, Box 330, 
Nashville 1, Tenn. 

Presbyterians, USA, to: Resettlement 
Services Committee, Room 520, 156 5th 
Ave., NYC 10. 


Sidestep 


Last fall when a Southern state legis- 
lature had enacted a mass of devices de- 
signed to circumvent the Supreme Court 
ruling on segregation in the schools, one 
presbytery was asked to express its dis- 
pleasure at such maneuvers. 

That the presbytery in a one-day 
crowded session did not wish to take 
time to become involved in what might 
call for extended debate is understand- 
able, though it would seem that there 
ought to be near-unanimity in deploring 
such a legislative storm. The usual 
thing was done: the resolution was turned 
over to a committee but the committee 
was unable to report that day (when the 
need to speak was urgent) so it was 
deferred to the winter meeting. 

Now the committee has brought in its 
report and the presbytery has adopted it. 


What is it? Simply that the proposed 
resolution is not needed. Why? Because 
the U. S. General Assembly has made 
two strong statements condemning seg- 
regation and the synod has made another! 

Let us hope that this will not suggest 
a rosy path of possibilities for ministers 
and sessions when they face hot issues in 
their midst. They can, just as consis- 
tently, refuse to deal with any matter 
where the Christian witness should be 
borne, and they can do it on the same 
grounds. The Assembly has spoken; 
why should we? 

For that matter, the Assembly could 
have said the same thing. The Bible 
has spoken; why should we? 

Such a course opens unlimited possi- 
bilities. Let a minister face the neces- 
sity of dealing with some infraction of 
the moral code, but let him realize that 
he need not become involved in such a 
mess. After all, there are the Ten Com- 
mandments and they ought to be enough 
for anybody! 

Such diversions, however, are trans- 
parent. The local newspaper reporting 
the presbytery’s sidestep made it very 
clear that the Assembly and the synod 
‘did not specifically refer to recent legis- 
lation in this state.” 





Wilbur La Roe Says: | 


Mackay and Baird. Two spiritual 
giants met when John A. Mackay met 
Jesse Baird at San Anselmo. What a 
debt our church owes to those great lead- 
ers! But, John, what did you mean by 
saying that Dr. Baird’s seminary is “in- 
comparable in buildings, life and 
thought”? Incomparable with Prince- 
ton? 








A Letter to Secretary Humphrey. 
“Dear Mr. Secretary: Thanks for re- 
minding the nation that it “can’t spend 
itself rich.” One of the tragedies of our 
day is the over-spending by governments 
and by individuals. We need more offi- 
cials like you who look upon the han- 
dling of money as a trust. Sincerely, 
W.L.” 


A Letter to Mr. Chou: “Dear Mr. 
Chou: Your frankness in endorsing the 
Kadar regime in Hungary leaves no 
doubt as to where you stand. You are 
to be classified with the dictators, atheists 
and with the ruthless destroyers of hu- 


man freedom. Disrespectfully yours, 
W.L.” 


A Letter to Dave Beck. “Dear Mr. 
Beck: It is hard even for those of us 
who believe in labor unions to under- 
stand why they let so many men who are 
not good citizens run their affairs, and 
who plead the Fifth Amendment when 
called to testify. Will you kindly tell us 
why this is permitted. Sincerely yours. 
W.L.” 
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MEETING 


Invitation to Theological Reflection 


KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my 
soul.” Psalm 25:1. 


ROFESSOR D. G. Ebeling has said 

that there is no true meeting of hu- 
man beings if nothing is said. That is, 
when personalities really meet, not merely 
jostle one another physically as in a 
crowded bus, there is bound to be some 
communication. 

When he said this he was using a 
German word which has been almost mis- 
translated into English by the rather 
formidable words “encounter” and “con- 
frontation.” Translators, possibly being 
more theological than folksy, seem to wish 
to avoid ordinary words. But the Bible 
uses ordinary words to describe religion, 
and the simple word “meet” is one of 
them. God comes to meet man, man goes 
to find God. “Confront” suggests a 
prisoner confronted with the hanging evi- 
dence; this word does not carry the joy- 
ful note a meeting with the Divine Savior 
ought to have. ‘‘Encounter” has a con- 
notation also which suggests difficulty, 
strangeness. Robinson Crusoe “encoun- 
tered” his man Friday at first, but after 
a while they would just meet and be 
happy about it. 

So let us pursue Dr. Ebeling’s thought 
at least long enough to see some of the 
directions into which it will take us if 
we keep on thinking. It is obvious, 
when you come to think of it, that he is 
right, though just at first it sounds odd. 
What, no meeting if no words? Quite 
so; suppose two old friends, a husband 
and wife for instance who have lived 
together for a long time, spend an even- 
ing with scarcely a word between them. 
Well, a microphone would pick up noth- 
ing; but their minds pick up a great deal. 
Each one knows what the other is think- 
ing, the words are there but they go with- 
out saying. A neighbor comes in, says 
a few words, bitter or sweet as the case 
may be, and after the visit husband and 
wife look at each other, but they don’t 
say a word. They don’t have to. Their 
minds have met all the same. 

Things, set side by side, do not com- 
municate. A man and a thing do not 
communicate. A man may swear at his 
fountain pen, but he is only a momentary 
animist; he and his little girl whispering 
to her dolly are in the same class. Men 
and animals cannot meet as men and 
men can; for the animal, however much 
spoken to (as an old lady’s canary), can- 
not talk back on the same level or any- 
where near it. Cats and dogs make 
better pets than fish and turtles; they 
have the happy gift of looking wise and 
sympathetic, a look which fish and turtles 
seldom achieve. But try to ask a cat to 
explain to you why she doesn’t care for 
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dogs; or ask the dog whether he doesn’t 
sometimes regret not being a wolf; and 
you find that while you can talk to ani- 
mals by the hour, their ability to talk 
back is sadly limited. 

A stage performance, even a talking 
play, is not a true meeting. The better 
the acting, the less you know of the actor 
except his skill. (If, for instance, you 
saw Mr. Olivier in Henry V and think 
you know him from that, you evidently 
haven’t seen him in Richard III.) That 
is why people on a stage will do and say 
things they would not do or say in the 
homes of the people in the audience. On 
the stage they are simply giving an ex- 
hibition; there is plenty of self-expres- 
sion, on one side, but not personal com- 
munication, least of all two-way commu- 
nication. (Of course, a good play “says 
something”—often with terrific effect; 
but the individual actor is simply an ele- 
ment in the playwright’s language.) 


> 


HESE thoughts can take us much 

further, just on the man-to-man level. 
But let us think of the meeting of man 
and God. In spite of what has been 
said in this very corner about the in- 
evitable second-hand-ness of much of 
what we “know” about God, the fact 
remains that there is an irreducible mini- 
mum of personal experience, or there is 
no religion. Talking about God is not 
necessarily religious. Analyzing conver- 
sion is not necessarily religious. “God” 
in the third person, “faith” as a subject 
of conversation—these can be dead 
things, and if taken as substitutes for 
the living reality, even damning. Some- 
where, sometime, somehow, there is a 
personal meeting of God and the human 
self, or else that self is not truly reli- 
gious—theological, at the best. 


But even here, no communication, no 
meeting. Communication is not to be 
measured by numbering the words. In 
the King James translation of Jesus’ 
story, the Pharisee praying in the temple 
used 33 words for his prayer, while the 
publican stopped with seven. But the 
Pharisee did not meet God; as Jesus 
pointedly put it, he was praying ‘‘with 
himself,” and God took little interest. 
But the publican was desperately in 
earnest; there was real communication, 
a rea] meeting. 

Let us ask a few questions, for further 
meditation, without answering them. 
First, is it not only true that in genuine 
meetings there is communication from 
oneself to another, or to others, but also 
that in such a meeting the person grows 
by the very act of communication? Can 
selfhood reach maturity without commu- 
nication? Further, in this connection, 
is this the reason why genuine religious 
persons (not goody-goody, “pious” or 
catechetically nimble) have such strong 
personalities? Is it not to be expected 
that one who often meets and speaks with 
God will develop a selfhood that is totally 
impossible to one who never meets any- 
one higher than man? 


AY this be the secret of some of 

our failures in the Christian life? 
If we seldom listen to what God has to 
say to us, and never really have anything 
to say to him, what can we expect but a 
shrunken sterile inner life? 

Would God himself, indeed, be as 
great as he is, if he had never said a 
word to us his creatures? Strange and 
overpowering as the thought is, the Bible 
does bring before us the God who made 
creatures to whom he wishes to speak, 
and whom he expects to talk back, in the 
best meaning of that phrase. It is not 
for nothing that Christ is called the 
Word of God. Saying that, we are say- 
ing that Christ is the very personality 
of God, coming to meet with us each one. 
—If we only will! 





GOOD REASONS for a CHURCH 
EXTENSION ANNUITY 


@ SAFE . . as the safest 
e@ LIBERAL. . returns up to 7.4% 


@ PERMANENT . . your income is fixed, sure, regular 

- no anxiety about fraud, theft, loss 
. not involved with later legalities 
- in part from your income 

. after fulfilling annuity ob- 


e TROUBLE-FREE . 
e@ COMPLETED GIFT . 
e TAX DEDUCTIBLE . 


e WITNESS FOR CHRIST . 
ligation. 


WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET 


“Facing the Future with Your Money 
for CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 





G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B—Ponce de Leon Ave., N.C., 


Dept. D-1 Atlanta, Ga. 








CHURCH LOAN—Eda 
O. Borseth is one of 
the first lend-lease 
DCEs to be made avail- 
able to churches. 





Lend-Lease Plan 
Offers DCE Help 


Presbyterian USA Christian Educa- 
tion forces are providing directors of 
Christian education on a lend-lease ar- 
rangement. 

Under this plan a church will have a 
DCE provided for two or three months, 
during which time the congregation’s ed- 
ucational program will be studied and 
steps will be taken towards improvement. 

The Board of Christian Education 
pays a DCE, or counselor’s, salary and 
travel expenses, while the congregation 
being served will provide living quarters 
and other costs. 

This program is being made possible 
by the gifts of the Presbyterian Women’s 
Organization of the USA church during 
last year and this year. 

Eda O. Borseth, one of the counselors 
assigned under the plan, went to the 
Harundale Community Presbyterian 
Church in Glen Burnie, Md. In that 
vigorous congregation in a fast-growing 
community near Baltimore, the church is 
facing the problem of having a Sunday 
school enrollment larger than facilities 
can care for. During her three months 
service there, Miss Borseth will attempt 
to guide the church in meeting this prob- 
lem and many others. 

Other counselors include Margaret 
Bruner, formerly of Webster Groves, 
Mo.; Agnes Peebles, Williamsport. Pa.; 
and Dorothy J. Zinser, Oshkosh, Wisc. 


Dan Graham Reports 
Leaving U. S. Church 


Dan Graham has been a widely known, 
independently operating Presbyterian 
preacher throughout East Tennessee for 
a good many years. While maintaining 
his denominational affiliation he has had 
little use for denominationalism or the 
program and policies of his own church. 
He has carried on a campaign undermin- 
ing confidence of people in the Presby- 
terian Church, finally establishing his 
own fundamentalist Dan Graham Bible 
College in Bristol to train the kind of 
workers who could help him out in his 
own program. In doing this he has 
drawn upon a great deal of conservative 
Presbyterian money and he has operated 
in fields generally considered to be unor- 
thodox in method. 

Last summer he requested Holston 
Presbytery to dismiss him to the Inde- 
pendent Association of Evangelicals. His 
presbytery was obviously relieved to have 
him go, but the whole transaction, includ- 
ing the status of the church property, 
has been hushed-up until Graham him- 
self recently provided a story which was 
carried in fundamentalist papers. 

The Church Voted 

There he tells that the Walnut Hill 
church, near Bristol, voted overwhelm- 
ingly “to refuse to go any farther with 
a denomination down the road to mod- 
ernism.... 

“The Walnut Hill denomination has 
come from various denominational back- 
grounds, but in the main are a Bible-be- 
lieving and ‘born again’ people, who have 
taken their stand very definitely against 
the National and World Councils of 
Churches and their attendant evils. They 
have opposed the rsv perversion of the 
Scriptures and have refused to allow the 
denominational literature containing it 
to be used in the church. They believe 
that book is promoted by the Devil, for the 
purpose of the breaking down of the faith 
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in the Scriptures, the Holy Bible, the 
foundation of American civilization and 
Christianity throughout the world. 

“Therefore, the Walnut Hill people have 
been greatly distressed for years at being 
asked to subscribe to such a program of 
alien influences, much less to contribute 
to its propagation. But in it all they had 
hoped that somewhere there would be a 
turning back to a move conservative posi- 
tion, but, alas, rather, it has gone from 
bad to worse, until now many of the 
leading denominations are madly rushing 
down the broad road to the discrediting 
of the Bible, and toward. evolution, amal- 
gamation of the races, organic union in 
religion (building a world church) and a 
world government. The Virgin Birth is 
rejected, the blood atonement is being 
‘watered down’ as the kingdom of the anti- 
Christ is on the verge of being set up. 

“In the face of this and more, too, we 
are forced to take our stand. We declare 
we are not leaving the faith, but the 
denomination is leaving us, so we stand 
for our mothers’ Bible, the ‘faith of our 
fathers living still... We can do no other, 
God being our helper.” 

At the time of Graham’s dismissal 
Holston Presbytery appointed a commit- 
tee to deal with the church property, but 
according to Graham’s recent statement 
this action is being ignored. 

Family Help 

Now 68 years old, Graham is bringing 
his son-in-law, Kyle E. Barr, from Tal- 
lassee, Ala., to be his assistant in the 
Walnut Hill church. Barr and his wife 
will also teach in the Dan Graham Bible 
College. 

Last reports show that the 258-member 
Walnut Hill church gave in one year, 
$413 to benevolences, $5,572 to current 
expenses, $1,870 to building expense. It 
received six members. 


89.5% of U. S. Ministers 
Are Under Social Security 


A recent survey shows that 89.5% of 
all Presbyterian U. S. ministers are cov- 
ered, or are being covered, by Social 
Security. 

In response to an inquiry by the Board 
of Annuities and Relief in Atalnta 2,412 
out of 3,396 returned questionnaires. 
Eight per cent said they were not cov- 
ered; two per cent are undecided, and .05 
per cent are unclassified. 

Some of the ministers included in the 
inquiry have retired and would not be 
eligible for coverage because they do not 
have an earned income. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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WANTED 


MEN AND WOMEN, 25-30 YEARS OF AGE, WELL TRAINED 
For important work overseas in the service of Christ and His 
Kingdom. The following jobs are open: 


MINISTERS 
BRAZIL JAPAN 

10 Men or Couples 6 Men or Couples . 
CONGO 1 Man or Couple for wor 


10 Men or Couples among the Chinese 


IRAQ KOREA 


1 Men or Caugle 4 Men or Couples 


MEXICO 
TAIWAN 
7 Men or Couples 7 Men or Couples 


UNORDAINED EVANGELISTS, 
BIBLE TEACHERS, RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
AND STUDENT WORKERS 


BRAZIL 
1 Evangelistic Woman 
1 Student Worker 
2 Christian Education Workers for the evangelistic fields 
1 Literacy and Religious Education Worker for itineration and 
Sunday School teacher training 
CONGO 
2 Evangelistic Women 
IRAQ 
1 Evangelistic Woman for Baghdad 
JAPAN 
3 Evangelistic Women 
1 Evangelistic Woman for Work Among Chinese in Japan 
KOREA 
5 Evangelistic Women 
1 Student Worker, man or couple (ordained or unordained) short- 
term or regular for Kwangju 
MEXICO 
1 Bible School Teacher, Man or Couple 
2 Bible Teachers, Women 
1 Young People’s Worker, Woman 
TAIWAN 
3 Evangelistic Women 
1 Man or Couple for TMC Work (Youth Work) 
1 Couple for Leadership Training and Christian Education 


AGRICULTURAL, INDUSTRIAL, BUSINESS 
CONGO 
1 Industrial Man or Couple 
1 Industrial Arts Man or Couple 
MEXICO 
1 Agricultural-Evangelistic Couple 
2 Couples to Direct Student Homes 
1 Business Administrator, Man or Couple 
TAIWAN 
1 Business Man or Couple for Treasurer of Mission and Sunday 
School Association and to help with other business of the Mission 
Short Term Worker: 
1 Business Man for short-term to fill the above place while the 
permanent couple is learning the language 


MEDICAL 


BRAZIL 
1 Medical Doctor or Couple (Brazilian trained) for East Brazil 
Mission 
1 Nurse to travel and help missionary families in West Brazil Mission 


CONGO 
1 Medical Doctor or Couple 
6 Nurses 
1 Medical Technologist 


ECUADOR 
1 Medical Doctor (couple) with special interest in public health 
JAPAN 
1 Nurse to direct a nursing school at the hospital 
1 Hospital Administrator, for a short-term at Yodogawa Christian 
Hospital 
KOREA 
1 Medical Doctor or Couple for Soonchun Leprosy Colony 
1 Medical Doctor, Surgeon for a three-year term (for emergency at 
Chunju) 
1 Institutional nurse 
4 Public Health Nurses for Mokpo, Kwangju and Chunju 
MEXICO 
2 Nurses 
1 Medical Technologist for Ometepec Hospital 
2 Pre-Medical Students to study medicine in Mexico 


EDUCATIONAL 


BRAZIL 
6 Primary Principals 
Primary and Secondary Piano Teacher 
Primary Teacher 
Primary Music Teacher. Administrative ability desirable 
Secondary Teacher, woman, for English with administrative 
experience 
Secondary School Worker, Ordained Couple 
Secondary Teacher for Bible and English 
Secondary and Junior College Home Economics Teacher and 
Dietician 
Music Teacher for Edward Lane Bible Institute 
Couple for West Brazil 
Short Term Worker: 
1 Teacher of Missionaries’ Children, short-term 
CONGO 
5 Men or Couples 
2 Women 
1 Teacher of Music (primarily piano) fer missionary children 
Short Term Workers 
1 Teacher of Missionaries’ Children 
1 Matron for Central School for Missionary Children 
JAPAN 
2 Couples (Kinjo and Shikoku Colleges) 
4 Women for Kinjo and Seiwa High School 
1 Man (single) for Shikoku Christian College 
Short Term Workers: 
1 Woman teacher (single) Kinjo 
1 Man teacher (single) Shikoku 
1 Woman teacher of Missionaries’ children at the Canadian 
Academy, Kobe 
KOREA 
2 Educational-Evangelistic Men or Couples (ordained or unordained} 
1 Teacher of Mathematics and Physics, Taejon College 
1 Teacher of English Literature, Taejon College 
1 Teacher of Chemistry, Taejon College 
1 Teacher, Woman 
Short Term Workers: 
1 Teacher of English in Seminary, Single Man 
1 Teacher of Missionaries’ children 
TAIWAN 
Short Term Workers: 
1 Teacher, to teach English and help with Music 
1 Teacher, Single Man, for Tainan Boys’ High School, to teach 
English and help with religious activities 
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WILL YOU FILL ONE OF THESE JOBS? 


For Information Write: 
EUGENE L. DANIEL, Candidate Sec’ty. 
BOARD OF WORLD MISSIONS 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. 

Box 330, Nashville, Tenn. 
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Among the reasons given by some who 
are not covered are that they cannot 
conscientiously subscribe to the Social 
Security plan, that the plan is socialistic, 
or that they lack the necessary funds. 

Annuities and Relief officials hope that 
the churches of some of the men who 
have a small income will provide the 
relatively small amount needed for Social 
Security coverage for them. 


Congregation Gets Salk 
Vaccine Shots at Church 


Datias, TEX. (RNS)—Members of 
the Wynnewood Presbyterian church here 
literally went to church to get shot— 
with Salk anti-polio vaccine. 

Some 300 adults and children marched 
into the church offices following morning 
worship services to take part in the mass 
inoculation program. 

Daniel A. Baker, pastor, was respon- 
sible for the plan to get whole families 
immunized against the dread crippling 
disease. 









Catalog and fine selection 
of sample materials on re- 
quest. Fair Prices. Mention 
whether for Pulpit or 
Choir. 


Ny DeMOULIN BROS. & CO. 
1217 8. 4th St. Greenville, IIL 


Mail Coupon Now! oe 2? 7 a. 


i et te 


| Portfolio on 


The Book of Mark 


1 By Dr. Thompson 


| $1 each 


| Or, 6 for $5; 12 for $10; 25 for $20. 


| Other Portfolios may be combined: Ten 
Commandments and the Book of Acts. 
| Same price. 


| ee | 
| DEE cttictcietti nineteen | 
Gee eccnnnennennaan a 
| QUANTITY DESIRED: | 
| _ ACTS _ MARK 
| ____ TEN COMMANDMENTS 
— ee amount enclosed, or send bill 
SLE | 
re l 
| Mail coupon today to 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
1 North 6th St. Richmond 19, Va. | 


“T think this is a good and proper 
concern for the Christian Church,” he 
said. “Our Lord spent a good deal of 
his time while on earth healing the sick 
and making the lame to walk.” 

Ready to receive the patients were 
three doctor-members of the church who 
had volunteered their time to administer 
the program. 

They are now completing plans to give 
the remaining two shots which will make 
the vaccine thoroughly effective. The con- 
gregation will again receive the other 
shots at the church. 


Dixieland Bands Seen 
As Distorting Music 


New Beprorp, Mass. (RNs)—A Ne- 
gro minister here charged that Dixieland 
bands are “distorting” spirituals and 
sacred music “‘into wild eccentric tempos.” 

V. Loma St. Clair, pastor of the Doug- 
lass Memorial AME Zion church, told 
his congregation that when such songs 
as “When the Saints Go Marching In” 
and “Swing Low, Sweet Chariot” are 
“mixed up with some crazy rock ’n roll 
song, their purposes have been misdi- 
rected—their melodies adapted to the 
cheapest of swing.” 

“These spirituals that were undoubtedly 
the pleading prayers of our believing 
forefathers,” he said, ‘‘have now sacri- 
ligeously become the media of entertain- 
ment in theatres and night clubs amid 
drunkenness and moral dishevelment.” 

The pastor urged Negroes to “hold 
sacred the culture that our forefathers 
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gave America.” 

“Let me remind you of perhaps the 
most significant phase of American 
music the America Negro has both con- 
tributed and influenced,” he said. ‘The 
spirituals are religious songs, whose roots 
go back to the days of slavery. 

“They are rich in expression of trust 
in the Lord in the midst of trial and 
sorrow. They are the heartcry of a 
people for freedom and for God.” 

“Sadly,” he concluded, “almost blas- 
phemously, I think, they have been taken 
over by the entertainment world in our 
day.” 


CHURCH MUSIC 


Summer Opportunity 
By JAMES R. SYDNOR 


Most church musicians probably have 
to depend on short training periods for 
technical improvement and inspiration. 
Not many are able to take off several 
months or years for advanced study in 
specialized church music schools. For 
this in-service training, the one-week 
conference next summer at Montreat, N. 
C., is an ideal answer. The dates are 
August 1-7, 1957. 

Last summer’s conference, the first 
sponsored by the Board of Christian 
Education of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., attracted 160 musicians from small 
and large churches of many synods. Its 
usefulness in providing practical instruc- 
tion encouraged the Board to authorize 
its repetition. 

The Conference Committee is headed 
by the director of next summer’s con- 
ference, Wm. H. Foster, Trinity Presby- 
terian Church, Box 5555, Arlington 5, 
Va. This planning committee is assisted 
by an Advisory Committee of twenty-four 
prominent church musicians and minis- 
ters. 

The faculty will include the following 
persons: Dr. Austin Lovelace, First 
Methodist Church, Evanston, Ill.; Dr. 
Travis Shelton, First Presbyterian 
Church and Music Department of South- 
ern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas; 
Mr. and Mrs. Haskell Boyter, Atlanta, 
Ga.; Miss Edith Lovell Thomas, New 
York City; Dr. Lara Hoggard, Birming- 
ham, Ala.; and the writer. 

The following courses will be offered: 
Organ technique, music in the church 
school, vocal technique, advanced and 
elementary conducting, choral methods, 
demonstration adult and_ children’s 
choirs, and hymnology. 

The tuition fee for the entire week 
will be $10. Further information may 
be secured from the conference director. 
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Kingdom Parables for Today 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for February 17, 1957 
Matthew 13. Printed Text 13:31-35, 44-52 


In the 13th chapter of Matthew we 
have a group of Jesus’ parables, each 
illustrating some aspect of the Kingdom 
of God. We recall that all pious Jews 
in Jesus’ time were looking forward to 
the coming of the kingdom, which in- 
cluded at least two elements: first, the 
reign of God over Israel and the sur- 
rounding nations; and, secondly, the 
blessings of God which would be avail- 
able for Israel when his reign had be- 
come a fact. Some thought this Kingdom 
would be established through a military 
leader, who, with divine help, would free 
Israel from the yoke of Rome, and exalt 
them above all the nations of the earth; 
others, that it would be superimposed by 
divine intervention through the miracu- 
lous action of some heavenly Messiah. 
John the Baptist stirred the nation by 
proclaiming that the long-awaited king- 
dom was at hand (3:1), and when Jesus 
began his ministry he took up the same 
cry (4:17). It soon became apparent, 
however, that his conception of the king- 
dom was different from that of the popu- 
lar expectation and also from that of 
John the Baptist—more spiritual and 
free from any taint of Jewish national- 
ism. 

As the difference between Jesus’ con- 
ception of the kingdom and that of his 
contemporaries became increasingly man- 
ifest the nation began to react in the way 
illustrated in Matthew 11-12. Some, 
like John, began to question, “Are you 
he who is to come, or shall we look for 
another?” The mass of the people were 
as indifferent to Jesus’ gracious words 
as they had been to the burning, searing 
words of John. Even Chorazin, Beth- 
saida and Capernaum, the cities most 
favored by his ministry, failed to accept 
the new way he proclaimed. The Phari- 
sees, the recognized spiritual leaders of 
the nation, grew increasingly hostile, 
the members of his own family thought 
he was beside himself and tried to save 
him from the results of his mistaken zeal. 
The disciples must have been grievously 
disappointed at this outcome of Jesus’ 
ministry. And it was to them, as well as 
for those who thought that the kingdom 
would come through some political coup 
or by successful military action against 
Rome, or direct intervention from heaven, 
that Jesus spoke these parables on the 
coming of the kingdom. 

They have great practical interest for 
our own times. We pray, as he taught, 
“Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on 
earth as in heaven.” But how will the 
kingdom come? How do we expect God’s 
will to be done on earth? These are 


FEBRUARY 4, 1957 


some of the questions answered for us in 
the little group of parables recorded for 
us in Matthew 13. 


I. The Parable of the Soils, 13:1-23 


In this familiar parable Jesus tells his 
disciples that the kingdom will come, 
not suddenly, as his contemporaries ex- 
pected, but gradually, through the sow- 
ing of the word, his word in the hearts 
of men. Much of the seed will be wasted, 
owing to the condition of the hearers’ 
hearts, but some of it will take root and 
bear rich fruit, thirty-, sixty- and even a 
hundred-fold. 

This is not a pessimistic picture of 
the coming of the kingdom, but a real- 
istic one, fundamentally optimistic. Jesus 
realized that he would be rejected by 
the nation as a whole. Nonetheless, he 
knew that the words he had spoken had 
taken root in some hearts, and would 
bear rich fruit in the years to come. And 
so he prepared his disciples for inevitable 
discouragement in their own ministry. 
Many times the words that they spoke 
would seem to be wasted; some would not 
allow it to make any impression on their 
hearts; some would receive it for a while, 
but would fall away when difficulties 
arose; some would receive it and retain 
it, but would be so concerned about the 
cares of the world and the desire of other 
things, that the world would not be able 
to bear any fruit in their lives. But 
some, Jesus reminded them, would receive 
the word and allow it to bear fruit more 
or less abundantly. 

Under such circumstances the duty of 
the disciples is first, to sow the word; 
and second, to take heed how they hear; 
i.e., to let the word bear its fruit in their 
lives, not thirty-, not sixty-, but even a 
hundred-fold. 


Il. The Parable of the Tares, 

13:24-30, 36-43 

There was a man who sowed his field 
with wheat, said Jesus. While he slept, 
his enemy came and sowed tares in the 
field. This was a poisonous weed, the 
bearded darnel, which, in the early stages 
of its growth, looked much like wheat. 
When the wheat began to ripen, however, 
the difference became apparent. The 
laborers went to the owner of the field 
in great consternation. They wondered 
if they should try to separate the tares 
from the wheat. ‘‘No,” replied the farmer. 

“Wait till the harvest. If you attempt 
to pull up the tares now, you will trample 
down the field, and you will pull up much 
wheat with the tares, because they are dif- 
ficult to tell apart, and their roots are in- 
tertwined. When the heads of each are fully 
formed they can easily and surely be dis- 


tinguished. Then the reapers will gather 
the tares and burn them; the wheat they 
will store away in the barn.” 

Later, at the disciples’ request, Jesus 
explained the parable to them privately. 
He was the sower of the good seed; the 
field in which he sowed the seed was the 
world; the seeds which he sowed were the 
sons of the kingdom (note that in the 
previous parable the seed was the word; 
here it is human beings in whom the word 
has borne its fruit). The tares, on the 
other hand, are the sons of the evil one, 
and the enemy that sowed them is the 
devil. The harvest is the end of the 
world. At that time, but not till then, 
will there be a definite separation of the 
evil from the good. 

This parable supplements that of the 
soils. The kingdom comes through the 
sowing of the word. In many hearts the 
word takes root and bears its proper fruit. 
Those individuals who have received the 
word in their turn become seeds which 
spring up and bear their fruit to the 
world. Just what this fruit is we are not 
told, but we may surmise that they are 
all the fruits of a Christian man’s living 
in the lives of other men and in the in- 
stitutions (business, politics, etc.) with 
which he is connected. But, unfortunately, 
there is another sort of seed or influence 
working in the world. Not only are 
there good men who bear good fruit in 
the world, but there are also evil men 
who bear evil fruit. The result is that 
good and evil are found mixed together, 
not only in men’s lives, but also in all 
their institutions (including the church). 
This mixture, Jesus says, will continue 
until the end of the world. The good is 
so intertwined with evil, and evil so 
closely intertwined with good, it is so 
difficult at times to tell whether an indi- 
vidual is a son of the kingdom or a son 
of the evil one, whether an institution or 
an organization is an evil or a blessing, 
that at times we must work with men 
and through institutions that are partly 
good and partly evil or else endanger the 
growth of the good. The time will come, 
however, says Jesus, when the things 
which cause stumbling (in the church, 
in business and in politics) and them 
that do iniquity shall be cast into the 
furnace of fire. Then shall the righteous 
shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. 

On the basis of this parable, does Jesus 
give us reason to hope that evil men ever 
cease to exist here on earth? Or that 
our politics, our business, our church 
will ever be completely dominated by his 
spirit? To these questions there is only 
one answer. ‘These words tell us very 
plainlv that we cannot hope to build a 
perfect society here on earth. Do Jesus’ 
words suggest that we should cease to 
strive toward this end, or that we cannot 
draw ever nearer toward the goal? There 
are some who reach this conclusion, but 
only a few. We cannot achieve per- 
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fection in our own individual lives, but 
we must never cease to strive toward that 
end; and so in the social life. 


lll. The Parable of the Dragnet, 

13:47-50 

This parable is best understood in con- 
nection with the preceding one. Jesus 
describes a net let down into the sea and 
brought up with fish of every kind, some 
good and some bad. When it is drawn to 
shore the fishermen collect the good and 
cast away the bad. That, says Jesus, 
is the picture of the kingdom. It in- 
cludes both good and evil. The separa- 
tion will take place at the end of the 
world. 

This parable differs from the preced- 
ing one in that it pictures evil existing 
alongside the good in the church, or 
rather in the kingdom, instead of in the 
world. 

Goudge thinks that Jesus meant, 
among other things, that the disciples 
should not be discouraged by the fear 
of bringing into their nets some worthless 
fish which have been drawn by their 
preaching into a temporary connection 
with the kingdom. The sorting out of 
the wicked from among the righteous is 
not their task but that of God and his 
angels. 

The writer, when he was younger, 
thought that the church ought at regular 
intervals to purge imperfect members 
from its rolls. What would be the result 
of such procedure and where would it 
stop? One of the chief arguments which 
men advance for not joining the church 
is that there are so many hypocrites in 
the church, or, “There are so many men 
in the church not so good as I.”’ How 
should this argument be met? Is the 
church a community of saints or 4 school 
for saints? Can we, who are imperfect, 
ever expect to find a perfect church? 


IV. The Parables of the Mustard 
Seed and Leaven, 13:31-33 


Jesus has told us so far that the king- 
dom will come through the sowing of the 
word in the hearts of men; it will have 
little or no effect in many lives; but, in 
other lives it will bear the richest fruit. 
These men will exert a good influence on 
the world, but evil men at the same time 
will exert an evil influence. As a result, 
good and evil will be mixed in men’s 
characters and in all their institutions 
and organizations, even in the church. 

Now he tells us that, in spite of the 
evil which exists in the world and in the 
church, the kingdom will grow outwardly 
hike the mustard seed; its influence will 
permeate society like the yeast which 
leavens the meal. 

The kingdom of heaven, Jesus said, 
is like unto a grain of mustard seed, 
which is one of the least of seeds, smaller 
than any of those familiar to the Jews 
in Galilee. Yet it grows up and becomes 
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greater than all the herbs, that is, all 
that had a place in a Palestinian garden. 
“In hot countries,’ says Sanday, ‘the 
mustard (one of the tiniest of seeds) 
grows to a great size, eight or more feet 
high; as tall, we are told, as a horse 
and rider.” It grows so large that the 
birds come to it and find rest and shelter. 

“The point of the parable is in the con- 
trast between the diminutive seed and the 
great increase. It is a word of hope 
needed by the disciples in particular. The 
kingdom of God was so unlike what they 
looked for, and so insignificant in its ap- 
pearance, as to suggest doubts and ques- 
tions. The parable was spoken to correct 
this mood and give the assurance of a 
might future, notwithstanding its small 
and obscure beginning. The kingdom 
would yet cover the earth and embrace 
the nations.” 

There is one school of Bible interpre- 
tation which interprets this parable and 
the next to mean that the kingdom will 
have a perverted growth; corruption in 
the kingdom will spread. This is not a 
view which has commended itself to the 
church in any age, or to any number of 
sober and responsible scholars. The two 
parables could hardly have been inter- 
preted in this wise by the disciples; it 
is not in accord with Jesus’ outlook upon 
the world; he did not consider things in 
themselves as evil—as both birds and 
leaves must be, in accordance with this 
interpretation. 

He told them another parable. ‘The 
kingdom of heaven is like leaven.” In 
the parable of the mustard seed Jesus was 
describing the outward growth of the 
kingdom. Here he is speaking about its 
influence in the world. The leaven 
transforms the meal in which it is em- 
bedded; so the kingdom will transform 
the life of the world with which it comes 
in contact. In the parable of the mustard 
seed Jesus told his disciples not to be 
discouraged because of the small begin- 
nings of the kingdom—it would grow to 
unexpected greatness. In the parable of 
the leaven he tells them not to be dis- 
turbed by the present invisibility and 
inwardness of the kingdom. In spite of 
that inwardness, that invisibility, it is 
an active force, transforming the life of 
the world. 


V. Parables of the Treasure and the 

Pearls, 13:44-45 

Jesus’ last two parables deal with the 
value of the kingdom. The kingdom will 
come through the sowing of the word; 
evil will continue to exist in the world 
and in the church; nevertheless, the king- 
dom itself will grow in extent and in 
influence. Jesus knew that many times 
his disciples would be tempted to lose 
heart, to regret the sacrifices which they 
had made for the kingdom, and to fortify 
their resolutions, he told them two para- 
bles which suggest that, in every age, the 
kingdom is worth every sacrifice that its 
gaining may require. 

It was often the custom in that day 


for men to bury their treasures in the 
earth. Oftentimes the owner died with 
his treasure unclaimed. Jesus said that 
the kingdom was like a treasure hid in 
the ground for which a man would sur- 
render all his other possessions. Caper- 
naum was a station on the Via Maris, fre- 
quented by caravans laden with the traffic 
of the gorgeous East. Pearls were highly 
valued. Some were so precious that a 
merchant would gladly dispose of all 
his other wares to secure them. Jesus 
said that the kingdom was like that. 
It was worthwhile for a man to surrender 
every other possession for its sake. The 
two parables emphasize, therefore, the 
same truth. There is, however, a slight 
difference in the two. The man stumbled 
on the buried treasure; the merchant 
sought for the costly pearl. Taken to- 
gether they illustrate the two ways of 
finding the kingdom. Some find it un- 
expectedly, others after long searching. 
But however it is found, it is the one 
thing supremely to be desired, for which 
a man will joyfully surrender every other 
good. 

These seven parables taken together 
give us Jesus’ conception of the future 
of the kingdom. Men in his day, as in 
our own, thought the kingdom would 
come through political effort, or through 
some divine catastrophe out of heaven. 
The mystery or secret which Jesus re- 
vealed to his disciples was that of the 
gradual growth of the kingdom through 
the sowing of his words in the hearts 
of men. Much of the seed would be 
wasted, but some of it would bear rich 
fruit. Good and evil would continue 
to exist in the world and even in the 
church, nonetheless the kingdom would 
continue to grow both in extent and in 
influence. Final separation of good and 
evil, the complete consummation of the 
kingdom, would come at the end of the 
world, in what we call] the “second com- 
ing.’ Our duty meanwhile is to sow 
the Word, to take heed how we hear, 
letting the seed bear its full fruit in our 
lives, knowing that the reign of God and 
the blessings of God are the richest 
treasures that man can find, and for 
which we should be willing to make every 
sacrifice. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


NAUGHT FOR YOUR COMFORT. By 
Trevor Huddleston. Doubleday & Co., New 
York. 253 pp., $3.75. 

This is probably the book-of-the-year 
(1956) in race relations chiefly because 
it comes out of the intense experience of 
a dedicated man who has fought, with 
all his dedication, against an entrenched 
evil that is supported by tradition and 
government and—religion! 

Huddleston is a member of a celibate 
order of Anglican priests, the Community 
of the Resurrection. There are some who 
suggest that his 12-year service in Johan- 
nesburg was ended because of his in- 
volvement in the battle against apartheid 
and government policies supporting it, 
but his transfer to a new work in Eng- 
land was probably on other grounds. At 
any rate, he used the occasion of his 
transfer to publish his book. The report 
is that the manuscript was smuggled out 
of Johannesburg 24 hours before govern- 
ment agents raided his quarters there. 

The situation he left is now worse, 
with recent reports that Alan Paton (Cry, 
the Beloved Country) and other well- 
known people are being brought under 
government processes in an effort to stifle 
dissent. 

The Huddleston book is a terrible in- 
dictment of the church in South Africa, 
chiefly the Presbyterian (Dutch Re- 
formed) which is dominant there. While 
most churches “go along” with govern- 
ment policy, Huddleston closed his school 
rather than submit to its restrictions. 

Why is Huddleston so concerned? Be- 
cause he is a Christian and because he 
wants South Africa to be Christian. He 
asks: How can the native accept Chris- 
tianity when every day he is face to face 
with a negation of what he is taught of 
brotherhood and love, and this by men 
who call themselves Christians? 

There are lessons in this book that will 
probe our souls here in the U. S. A., not 
to speak of our easy acquiescence in pre- 
vailing customs. 

ST. MAXIMUS THE CONFESSOR: THE 
ASCETIC LIFE; THE FOUR CENTURIES ON 
CHARITY. Translated and annotated by 


Polycarp Sherwood. The Newman Press, 
Westminster, Md., 284 pp., $3.25. 


This, the 21st volume in the notable 
series of “Ancient Christian Writers,” 
brings us a Greek writer of the 7th cen- 
tury after Christ, a government official 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 


FOR SALE 


THE HYMNAL (USA). 450 copies, good 

condition. 40¢ per copy in quantities of 
25 or more, plus transportation. W. H. 
Schutt, Grace Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, 1627 Monument Ave., Richmond, 
Va. 
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who resigned his high position at the im- 
perial court to become a monk, and was 
finally martyred for his loyalty to the 
orthodox doctrine of the two wills in 
Christ. The two writings contained in 
this volume set before us clearly and 
simply the faith and devotion that led 
men to embrace the monastic life in this 
period of the church’s history. The edi- 
tor has contributed a lengthy discussion 
of the doctrine of Maximus, as the the- 
ological heir of Origen, Gregory of 
Nyssa, and others. For the average read- 
er it would be best to read first Maximus’ 
own writings, and then if desired the 
somewhat difficult theological treatise. 
The volume is enriched with the same 
thorough annotation which makes all the 
volumes in this series a scholar’s delight. 
ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


THE OMNIBUS OF FUN. By Helen and 
Larry Eisenberg. Association Press, N. Y. 
625 pp., $7.95. 

.This is an excellent resource book for 
those interested in planning and conduct- 
ing recreational activities and programs. 
It covers a wide range of activities deal- 
ing with various phases of recreation for 
different age groups. The material is 
well written and is arranged in the fol- 
lowing general divisions: (1) The role 
of the leader, (2) Selecting the right 
activities for each group, (3) Planning, 
(4) Materials (including music activi- 
ties, musical mixers and rhythms, dra- 
matics, games of all kinds, stunts, nature 
activities hobbies and crafts). 

The authors are well qualified to deal 
with the subject because of their many 
years of experience in teaching and work- 
ing with groups all over the United 
States. They are also the authors of sev- 
eral other books dealing with specific 


phases of recreation. Larry Eisenberg is 
an ordained Methodist clergyman and 
Mrs. Eisenberg is a Methodist youth fel- 
lowship counselor. 

L. E. Kiser. 
Richmond, Va. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Ministerial Directory of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., (1951-56) Supplement to the 
1951 Edition. Office of the General Assem- 
bly, 341-E Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., At- 
lanta 8, Ga. 104 pp., $1, paper. 

The Papers of Christian Gauss. Edited 
by Katherine Gauss Jackson & Hiram 
Haydn. Random House, N. Y. $6. 

Ancient Christian Writers—<Athenagoras. 
Vol. 23. Translated and annotated by Jo- 
seph Hugh Crehan. The Newman Press, 
Westminster, Md. $3.25. 

Jesus and Citizenship. Ernest Trice 
Thompson. John Knox Press, Richmond, 
Va. 40¢, paper. 

How Real Is Religion? Wilbert Walter 
Weir. Vantage Press, N. Y. $3.75. 

The United Nations and Dependent Peo- 
ples. Emil J. Sady. The Brookings Insti- 
tution, Washington, D.C. _ $1.50, paper. 

Pathways of the Inner Life. Georges A. 
Barrois. Bobbs-Merrill Co., Inc., Indian- 
apolis, Ind. $5. 

God Can Transform the World. Anne 
S. White. Christopher Publishing House, 
Boston. $2. 

Through Troubled Waters. William H. 
Armstrong. Harper & Bros., N. Y. $2. 

The Bright Cloud. J. R. MacPhail. Ox- 
ford University Press, N. Y. $3.50. 

Mentor Book of Religious Verse. Edited 
by Horace Gregory & Marya Zaturenska. 
New American Library of World Litera- 
ture, Inc., N. Y. 50¢, paper. 

Teen-Agers and Alcohol: A Handbook 
for the Edueator. Raymond G. McCarthy. 
Publication Division, Yale Center of Al- 
cohol Studies, New Haven, Conn. $4. 

College Freshmen Speak Out. Agatha 
Townsend. Harper & Bros., N. Y. 2.50. 

The Cross of Christ. Vincent Taylor. 
St. Martin’s Press, Inc., N. Y. $3. 
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Yes, a host of trained and dedicated people 
are at your service in the church—writing and 
editing church literature, planning your church’s 
educational program, anticipating your every need in 
church and church school supplies. 
by their efforts when you patronize your Presbyterian Book 
Store, where each piece of literature and church 
equipment is selected to meet your needs as a 
Visit your nearest Presbyterian Book Store 
or write for the 1957 Book and Supply Catalog. 
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Box 6127, Atlanta 8, Ga.; Box 1020, Dallas 21, Texas; Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

A. R. Martin, from Westminster church, 
Memphis, Tenn., to 419 Hollywood Pkwy., 
W. Hollywood, Fla. 

Joseph C. Eckstine, of the Glen Oak 
church, Atlanta, Ga., was to begin his new 
work as pastor of the Eastern Heights 
Church, Savannah, Ga., Feb. 1. 

D. Paul Chapman, formerly of Beeten- 
dorf, Iowa, now serves the Westminster 
Community Church (Presbyterian), 
Agency and Melrose Sts., Burlington, 
Iowa. 

William B. Abbot, Huntington, Pa., has 
become pastor of the Oakdale church, 
Norfolk, Va. 

Roland W. Rainwater, assistant pastor 
at St. Giles, Richmond, Va., will become 
pastor of the Gallatin, Tenn., church, 
March 1. 

Robert L. Waller, from Sedalia, Ohio, to 
221 W. 8th St., Anderson, Ind. 

J. Ralph Neale, from Palatka, Fla., to 
1964 Staunton Ave., Winter Park, Fla. 

Richard T. Gillespie, from Decatur, Ga., 
to 910 Calhoun St., Anderson, S. C. 

Lundy M. Barkley, from Goshen, Va., to 
Lewisburg, W. Va. 

H. Paul Currie has resigned as pastor 
of the Calhoun, Ga., church and is 
studying at Emory University. 

Richard L. Kell, formerly of Monroe- 
ville, Ala., is now associate pastor of 
Central church, Mobile, Ala. 

James B. Spencer, formerly of Thomas- 
ville, Ga., is now minister of education in 
the First church, Macon, Ga. 

T. M. Howze, Etowah, Tenn., 
come pastor of the Atcooga 
Dalton, Ga. 

C. R. Terrell, from Anderson, S. C., to 
the Laurel Hill church, Route 2, Laurin- 
burg, N. C. 

Burton Alvis, formerly of Mizpah 
church, Portland, Oreg., has become pas- 
tor of the Peace Memorial church, Kla- 
math Falls, Oreg. 

Edward W. Perry from Live Oak, Calif., 
to Point Reyes Sta., Calif., General De- 
livery. 

George R. Ashwood, Jr., formerly of 
Hartsville, Pa., is the new pastor of 
Central church, Eugene, Oreg. 

Donald G. MacDougall, formerly of Port- 
land, Oreg., is now pastor of the First 
church, Gold Beach, Oreg. 

Kenneth S. Waterman, formerly of 
Chicago, will become minister of the 
pilot urban larger parish of Kansas City, 
March 1. 

Hibbert W. Moss, Jr., formerly of 
Ogdensburg, N. Y., is organizing a new 
church at 83rd and James A. Reed Rd., 
in Kansas City, Mo. 

Nicholas S. Sewell, Groveland, N. Y., 
has been granted a leave of absence from 
his pastorate to serve in Austria in re- 
ceiving refugees from his native Hungary. 

Clinton E. Kinney, from Calvary church, 
Rochester, N. Y., to assistant pastor 
Third church, Rochester. 

W. Harold Hunter, from Niagara Falls, 
N. Y., to the Ross Memorial church, Bing- 
hamton, N. Y. 

Roger A. Huber, from Chester, Pa., to 
Scarborough, N. Y 

Andrew Harsanyi, 
N. Y., to Carteret, N. J. 

Wallace Easter, from Lackawanna, N. 
Y., to Clarence, N. Y. 

Donald de Rolf, from Union Seminary, 
N. Y., to assistant pastor Christ's First 
church, Hempstead, N. Y. 
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will be- 
church, 


from Ellicottville, 


Watt M. Cooper, Steele Creek church, 
Charlotte, N. C., has accepted a call to 
return to the N. Wilkesboro, N. C., church, 
where he has served during his entire 
ministry except since 1949. He was 
called there as assistant pastor in 1936, 
became pastor in 1938, and after serving 
as a chaplain in the Navy 1942-45 returned 
there until called to Steele Creek. 

W. G. Somerville, Barnardsville, N. C., 
has accepted a call to the Springwood 
church, McAdenville, N. C., effective Apr. 
ii 

Frank S. Hamilton, Jr., from Spring 
Valley, Calif., to Calvary church, Box 30, 
South Pasadena, Calif. 

J. Linville Perry, Lewisburg, Tenn., has 
become pastor of the Marks, Miss., church. 


RETIRED 
Alvin E. Magary, Lafayette Ave. church, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
William H. McKirdy, 
N. Y: 
Earl Benbow, Aurora, Oreg. 
Earle P. Cochran, Pendleton, Oreg. 
Sydney A. Walter, Gold Beach, Oreg. 
John W. Hood, Troutdale, Oreg. 
Ernest Tremblay, Gervais, Oreg. 


GOVERNOR’S STAFF 

P. B. Hill, retired minister of Hunt, 
Texas, and poet laureate of his state, was 
made an honorary member of the staff 
of Governor Shivers last month. 


R. E. W. SPEAKERS 
John S. Whale, British theologian, will 
be the speaker for winter religious serv- 
ices at Davidson College Feb. 10-13. 
Billy Graham will lead the annual Yale 
Christian Mission Feb. 11-14, with twelve 
associate missioners. 


Oaks Corners, 


Presbyterian leaders for Religious Em- 
hasis Week at the University of Rich- 
mond, Va., will include Harry M. Moffett, 
Gastonia, N. C., and Aubrey N. Brown, 
OUTLOOK editor. 


GENEALOGY 


J. Arthur Hanna, Oak Hill, Ohio, is 
author of “The House of Dunlap,” a 
genealogical work beginning in 1260 in 
Scotland, published by Edwards Brothers, 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 


Cecilio Arristia, young Cuban Presby- 
terian evangelist, has been named. to head 
a Latin-American evangelism program 
sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches’ committee on cooperation in 
Latin-America. Mr. Arristia will devote 
six months out of each year to his work 
as evangelist of the Cuba Presbyterian 
church. 


MISSIONARIES 

Presbyterian USA missionaries on fur- 
lough include: 

From Brazil: The R. L. Waddells, 156 
Fifth Ave., N. Y. 10. 

Chile: The Fhomas S. Goslins, II, Box 
500, Wildwood, N. J. 

Colombia: Mrs. William G. MacLean, 
1511 N. Ivanhoe St., Arlington, Va.: the 
J. P. Van Eatons, 2420 Madeline Lane, 
Topeka, Kans. 

India: Dr. and Mrs. J. R. Donalson, 
14725 Private Dr., E. Cleveland 12, Ohio. 

Japan: Betty A. Urquhart, 428 Normal 
Pkwy., Chicago 21, Il. 

West Africa: The Rene Riters, 
Morganford Rd., St. Louis 16, Mo. 
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JOSEPH C. ROBERT, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1957 


Long record of distinguished service to church and nation. Thorough 
training for life from a definitely Christian viewpoint. 
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Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian, Accred- 
ited by Association of American Universities, South- 
ern Associaton, National Association of Schools of 
Music, American Association of University Women, 
American Medical Association, etc. Charges average 
$370 per semester for tuition, fees, room, board, 
and may be met in part by self-help. Address 


RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 


Maryville, Tennessee 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 


terian. 


Separate Campuses..... 
for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. Presby- 
Famous for distinguished alumni. 


Walter A. Groves, Ph.D., President 


Fine facilities. 
Send for illustrated booklet 
Danville, Ky. 
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